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Here's  something  that  literally  gets  to  the  root  of  food  matters.,, a  report  on 
how  women  are  helping  to  save  food  crops  this  fall,.. "by  going  into  the  harvest 
fields  and  packing  sheds  to  help  farmers  who  can't  get  other  workers. 

The  U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  that  -  even  with  the  war's  end  -the 
Women's  Land  Army  is  still  on  the  job  throughout  the  country ,. .responding  to  farm 
calls  in  critical  areas. 

Women  are  helping  to  save  the  potato  crop... in  Minnesota, , .Maine, , .North  Dakota 
and  Idaho,    They're  picking  tomatoes  in  Indiana.    In  Calif ornia, . .women  are  working 
in  the  fields,  vineyards  and  packing  sheds  to  save  fruit  and  vegetables. 

In  Fresno  County  alone... it  took  22,000  extra  people  to  pick  and  dry  1^5,000 
acres  of  raisin  grapes.  Picking  and  drying  the  Santa  Clara  prune  crop  called  for 
20,000  extra  workers.  In  the  Pacific  Northwest ...  the  hop  harvest  is  just  over... 
but  the  apple  and  pear  harvests  are  in  full  swing  in  Washington  and  Oregon, 

Cotton  isn't  food,,. but  it's  important  in  your  household. . .and  all  through  the 
fall, , .hundreds  of  thousands  of  women  in  the  South  will  help  pick  cotton, 

September  and  October  are  the  peak  harvest  months... you  know,    Peaoe  did  not 
come  soon  enough  to  ease  the  farm  labor  shortage.    In  fact... the  farm  labor  shortage 
is  the  tightest  this  fall  of  the  entire  war  period.    Farmers  in  many  areas  must 
"j  depend  heavily  on  local  people  for  the  three  million  extra  workers  they  need  to  get 
in  another  record-breaking  crop.    Industrial  cutbacks  and  military  discharges  are 
not  taking  effect  fast  enough  to  help  the  farm  labor  shortage. 


■MORE- 


So  far. . .Department  of  Agriculture  figures  show  that  -  this  year  -  Arkansas  has 
led  the  country  in  the  number  of  women  placements  for  farm  work.    Nearly  37,000 
women  had  answered  local  farm  calls  in  Arkansas  by  August  first.    Texas  women  were 
second. . .with  about  33,000  farm  placements ...  and  California  third  with  nearly 
28,000. 

By  the  way... if  you're  one  of  these  women  farm  patriots. . .remember  that  the 
Women' 3  Land  Army  essay  contest. . .sponsored  by  the  General  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs... does  not  close  until  December  first.    You  still  hare  plenty  of  time  to 
enter , 

The  contest... a  500-word  essay  on  "My  Experience  Doing  Wartime  Farm  Work  in 
19^5." 

There  are  two  first  prizes  of  a  25- dollar  Victory  bond... one  for  farm  women  and 
one  for  non-farm  women.    A  farm  woman  contestant  need  not  be  a  member  of  a  federated 
women's  club... but  a  nonfarm  contestant  must  be  a  federated  club  member.    Any  local 
club. . .aff ialiated  with  the  General  Federation. . .can  give  you  the  details  of  this 
contest  for  both  farm  and  non-farm  entrants. 
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